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Woodvale in final run up to world-record Ocean-rowing attempt

19 December 2010

Britannia Il was unveiled on the water in Totnes on Friday 17" December with some of the Woodvale Atlantic
Allum Cup crew taking to the oars. Britannia promises to be a tough boat to beat across the Atlantic Ocean with
her record of 38 days into Barbados earlier in 2010.

The fifteen men and women, who will be joining ocean-rowing veteran Simon Chalk on board Britannia Ill to
break the mid-Atlantic ocean rowing speed record, finished their mandatory marine training in Southampton last
week. After passing with flying colours the crew travelled to Devon for a practice row.

January 12 2011 will see the crews leave La Gomera in the Canary Islands bound for a record breaking 30 day
crossing to Barbados. Woodvale are aiming to break the existing world record set by La Mondiale in 2007 (33
days, 7 hours and 30 minutes), and the crews are gunning for the oldest female, first Omani and youngest male
to cross an ocean by oar.

Simon Chalk (38) Ocean Rower from Totnes -

Guy Griffiths (52) a Business Owner from Cardiff

Ben Gothard (32) an Accountant from London

Mike Palmer (45) a Firefighter at Manchester Airport

Jamie Davies (33) an IT Manager from Finchampstead

Colin Gray (30) an Events Organiser from London

Dan Munier (39) an Engineer from Boulder, USA

Anna Lewis (26) a Graduate Student from Oxford

Anne-Marie Chouinard (32) a consultant from Medfield, USA
Jennifer Weterings (42) a Health Services Manager from Vancouver, Canada
Sally Grint (37) a charity coordinator from Cornwall

Suzanne Pinto (57) a Psychologist from Boulder, USA -

Roger Gould (55) a Consultant from Twickenham -

Nabs El-Busaidy (40) a self-employed Adventurer from Oman -
Shaun Pedley (18) a Boat Builder from Devon -

For more information on the historical Atlantic Allum Cup visit the Woodvale website - www.woodvale-
challenge.com or the Allum Cup website www.woodvale-works.com.

Ends

Team Dec 2011 Image Details

Line 1 - L-R = Simon Chalk, Colin Gray, Mike Palmer

Line 2 - L-R = Anne-Marie Chouinard, Anna Lewis, Sally Grint
Line 3 - L-R = Dan Munier, Roger Gould, Nabs El-Busaidy

Line 4 - L-R = Ben Gothard, Shaun Pedley, Jennifer Weterings
Line 5 - L-R = Guy Griffiths, Jamie Davies, Suzanne Pinto

Allum Practice Row 2010 Image Details
Left of image (front to back) = Anne-Marie Chouinard, Guy Griffiths, Simon Chalk, Jennifer Weterings
Right of image (front to back) - Anna Lewis, Kate Battes (Events Director, not part of crew), Shaun Pedley
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Notes to editors:

Woodvale Challenge Ltd (www.woodvale-challenge.com) was founded in 2004 and runs the Atlantic Ocean Rowing race, Indian Ocean
Rowing race, Round Britain race and elite Works Teams races. The concept of Ocean rowing was born following the North American
crossing of Chay Blyth and John Ridgway in 1966. More than four decades later the pioneering Atlantic Rowing race has enabled over 200
courageous people to achieve the ultimate in human endeavours.

Woodvale Challenge Ltd has built more Ocean going rowing boats and have supported more individuals safely across ) Oceans than anyone
else in the world. Woodvale pride themselves on offering a second to none service, ensuring that every individual who approaches them
has the best possible chance of crossing an Ocean by receiving personalised advice with knowledge and experience readily available when
needed. Their staff are carefully selected for their experience and commitment to the sport of Ocean rowing and their aim is to continue to
see the list of successful, and above all safe, Ocean crossings expand through supporting both entrants in their own races and also offering
a fountain of knowledge to those who want to go it alone and row independently.

The first Atlantic Rowing Race was held in 1997 enabling 30 teams of courageous individuals to set out into the unknown and row across
the Mid Atlantic route from Tenerife to Barbados. Since then there have been a further five races across this route in 2001, 2003, 2005,
2007 and 2009 with more than 240 individuals taking on the challenge and successfully joining the elite group that are Ocean Rowers. The
2011 Atlantic Ocean Rowing Race will start in the Spanish port of San Sebastian de la Gomera in the Canary Islands and follows what’s
known as the Columbus route, west-bound across the mid-Atlantic to Port St Charles in Barbados.

The Indian Ocean Rowing Race will start in April 2011 departing from the small fishing village of Geraldton, and the beautiful coastline of
Western Australia, and finishing in the picturesque setting of Mauritius. This is the first ever rowing race held in the Southern Hemisphere
and the second across the Indian Ocean (first in April 2009) so there is everything to race for and records on hand to break as the
excitement builds in the run up to this historic event.

The inaugural Round Britain race will start in May 2012 will take up to two months to cover the 2,000 miles of coastal Britain, facing storms,
headwinds, tidal pressures and the risk of collision in busy seaways. The journey will be sliced up into 10 separate legs to create bite-sized
adventures for people who can't spare the weeks required for the complete journey. Competitors can sign up for one, two, or however
many legs of the total. A single section could take up to five days, providing huge opportunities for individual achievement. But if rowers
feel up to the whole 2,000 miles, that is also on the menu. The 15-strong teams will be changed as necessary when boats reach port.
Crowds are expected on headlands and at the 10 harbours where boat teams will dash for the line then rest for a day or so before
launching themselves on the next section. Individuals and small groups are expected to sign up and be placed in teams under experienced
captains, with training and instruction available all over the country.

Woodvale boat designs hold many world records for their crossings, and their resident rower, Simon Chalk, holds four shared Guinness
records and an individual world record of “Youngest ever person to row solo across the Indian Ocean (2003)”. Ben Fogle and James
Cracknell famously competed in the Atlantic Rowing Race in 2005 bringing the world of Ocean rowing into the spotlight and the Woodvale
Atlantic Rowing Race has recently been voted the Toughest Athletic Challenge by TopTenz.com.
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